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PIC-NIC   RELIGION. 


**  Sitting  down  to  cat  and  drink — and  rising  up  to  play,^ 


THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  WORLD CHRIST  AND  BELIAL. 

''While  men  slept  the  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares  among 
the  wheat  and  went  his  way."     Matt.  xiii.  25. 


"  The  church  and  world  amalgamate, 
A  union  worse  than  with  the  State, 

Though  motives  are  the  same ; 
The  love  of  pleasure  and  of  gold. 
On  some  professors  have  such  hold. 

They  oft  forget  their  name." 


ni} 


Is  money  to  be  raised  for  church  debts,  church  building  or 
repairing  ?  A  Sabbath-school  or  a  missionary  enterprise .?  For 
the  increase  of  the  minister's  salary }  To  relieve  the  poor  or 
for  any  benevolent  operation.?  What  now.?  How  is  this 
money  to  be  forth-coming.?  In  a  sober,  rational  Gospel  way? 
Nay,  a  feast  is  prepared ;  a  soiree  introduced,  a  fancy  fair,  a 
pic-nic,  a  concert  or  exhibition  of  some  kind,  a  donation,  tea 
or  strawberry  party,  a  sleigh-ride,  oyster-supper,  a  tin  or  gold 
wedding,  something  to  inflame  the  passions,  excite  and  en- 
large the  appetite,  produce  a  little  fun  or  vulgar  merriment. 
The  entire  community  is  put  in  requisition  for  wrecks.  The 
excitement  is  intense,  outbursting  on  the  right  and  on  the  left. 
To  open  the  purse-strings  worldly  policy  is  resorted  to,  foolish 
talking  and  jesting,  feasting  and  frolicking !  These  festivals 
are  the  rage  and  fever  of  the  day,  the  world  is  on  fire  with 
them  !  Where  is  there  a  church  or  society,  white  or  colored. 
Popish  or  Protestant,  that  does  not  resort  to  these  unholy  ex- 
citements, these  stratagems  of  Satan  to  raise  funds  for  some 
object  of  benevolence .?  It  is  money,  money  1  Money  we 
want,  money  we  will  have,  gospel  or  no  gospel,  heaven  or  no 
heaven.     Gospel  and  soul-saving  are  laid  aside.      ''Away  with 


serious  or  sober  looks,  away  with  them.  On  for  a  jolly  time 
of  feasting!"  ''On  with  the  dance,  let  joy  be  unconfined." 
''Knovv  ye  not,  friends,  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity 
with  Gdn}"     ' '  Whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin. " 

**  Will  ye  play,  then,  will  ye  dally 
With  your  music  and  your  wine  ? 
Up  !  it  is  Jehovah's  rally  ! 

God's  own  arm  hath  need  of  thine  !'* 

Conviviality  is  the  uUimaium,  the  first  and  the  last.  ''Let 
us  have  a  jolly  time,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry,  for  to-morrow 
we  die.''  The  excitement  for  weeks  is  more  or  less  dissipating, 
swallowing  up  every  thought  of  the  soul's  welfare.  Children 
and  youth  are  on  fire  for  a  spree, — and  what  else  are  very  many 
of  these  festivals  and  pic-nic  excursions  but  sprees  or  frolics  } 

All  false  religions  seek  to  attract  interest  by  amusements  and 
animal  gratifications.  The  worshippers  of  the  golden  calf  sat 
down  to  eat  and  drink  the  oblations  to  their  new  god,  and  then 
rose  up  to  play.  And  a  bait  of  sensuality  in  some  form  has 
always  been  the  lure  to  heathen  worship.  Popery  has  always 
followed  in  the  same  line.  Even  its  Sabbath  worship  connects 
a  dance  with  the  mass.  And  throughout  the  whole  structure 
of  that  "mystery  of  iniquity,"  the  sensual  and  the  comic  are 
interwoven  with  the  pomps  and  ritual  of  worship.  And  one 
of  the  most  common  methods  by  which  decay  advances  upon 
sound  churches  is  by  pleas  of  amusements  to  give  an  attractive 
and  hilarious  character  to  religion — which  usually  are  so  many 
pleas  for  conformity  to  the  world.  We  are  not  unaware  of  the 
value  of  a  cheerful  religion.  We  respond  to  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  command  to  "rejoice  evermore."  And  yet  we 
read  that  the  "joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  strength,"  and  that  our 
rejoicing  must  be  in  God  to  make  it  a  religious  joy.  It  is  not 
a  religious  joy,  where  professedly  religious  men  indulge  in 
gratifications  that  are  worldly,  sensual,  and  frivolous. 

"  There  is-  a  path  that  leads  to  God  j 
All  others  go  astray." 

What  are  Sabbath-schools  for  1  To  tickle  the  fancy  ;  gather 
in  the  "little  ones"  for  sport!  This  blessed  institution,  in- 
tended exclusively  for  soul-saving,  is  frequently  a  Gospel-hard- 
ening, conscience-searing   process.      The  truths  taught  here 


instead  of  being  a  savor  of  life  unto  life  are  a  savor  of  death 
unto  death  !  Children  grow  up  infidels,  go  out  into  the  world 
infidels,  reprobates  under  the  mid-day  sunlight  of  the  Gospel, 
take  seats  with  the  scornful !  How  seldom  do  we  hear  of  any 
special  revivals  in  Sunday-schools  at  the  present  day !  And 
when  awakenings  do  occur,  alas  !  how  superficial,  how  short- 
lived !  ^'Like  the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew."  Is  there 
not  a  cause  for  this  dearth  and  spiritual  death  ?  Is  it  not 
this  perpetual  rush  for  the  visionar}^?  the  lack  of  Gospel 
teaching  ? 

' '  If  the  salt  have  lost  its  savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted  ?" 
Matt.  v.  13. 

To  make  schools,  on  the  Lord's  day,  scenes  of  hilarity, 
merriment,  fun,  and  frolic,  is  to  defeat  the  special  object  in 
view.  Children  are  naturally  excitable,  inclined  to  pride, 
folly,  and  self  complacency.  And  instead  of  fostering  these 
reptiles,  ^Y^ry  possible  means  should  be  resorted  to,  to  coun- 
teract and  exterminate  them,  and  lead  them  directly  to  the  feet 
of  Jesus.  Very  many  of  our  common-school  exhibitions  tend 
to  puff  up  or  inflate  juvenile  minds.  Pic-nics  and  Sabbath- 
school  exhibitions,  as  they  are  now  generally  conducted,  are 
evil  and  only  evil. 

1.  They  excite  envy  in  the  children.  Those  v/ho  are  not 
selected  to  speak  envy  those  who  are. 

2.  They  encourage  pride  of  spirit  and  pride  of  dress — that 
is,  pride  of  talent  in  the  speakers  ;  and  pride  of  dress,  because 
the  girls  and  young  ladies  are  often  dressed  as  for  a  show. 

3.  They  are  destructive  of  spiritual  interest  in  the  school, 
especially  in  seasons  of  revival. 

4.  They  create  confusion  and  disorganization  in  the  school, 
owing  to  the  attention  given  to  preparation  and  to  efforts  to 
enlist  children  in  the  sale  of  tickets,  etc. 

5.  They  have  a  reactionary  tendency,  throwing  the  school 
backward  for  weeks  after  they  are  over. 

6.  They  are  mere  money-making  aflfairs,  and  to  make  them 
popular  with  irreligious  persons  the  pieces  selected  are  often 
irreligious  and  of  evil  tendency. 

The  beloved  Wm.  A.  Alcott,  M.  D.,  now  in  glory,  who 
''being  dead  yet  speaketh,"  after  dwelling  at  length  on  the 
mischievousness  of  this   smash   down   business  in   Sabbath- 


schools,  closed  thus  :   ''  How  unlike  the  spirit  of  Christ !     I 
rebuke  these  things  in  all  kindness,  but  rebuke  them  I  must." 

**  Never  engage  in  deeds  which  must 
An  insult  to  all  justice  prove; 
Each  fetter  forced  upon  the  mind, 
Let  thy  strong  hand  remove.'* 

(2.)  Let  us  look  at  the  whole  batch  of  these  revival-killers 
under  the  heading  of 

Testimonials. — We  select  a  few  among  many.  We  could 
fill  volumes  ;  ''but  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses, 
every  word  shall  be  established. " 

Testimonial  No.  i. — From  a  devoted  brother  in  Christ,  at 

"  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York. 

'*  Dear  Friend — Nearly  all  our  churches  this  winter  have 
been  holding  fairs,  festivals,  oyster-suppers,  and  the  like,  in  their 
respective  church  edifices,  for  divers  religious  purposes,  and  I 
have  been  zealously  laboring  against  this  custom  of  desecrating 
the  sanctuary.  Knowing  you  to  occupy  about  the  same  ground 
as  myself  on  this  question,  I  ask  you,  as  a  friend  and  brother 
in  Christ,  to  assist  me,  if  in  your  power  at  this  time  to  do  so. 
I  hope  you  may  find  time  soon  to  write  a  tract  on  the  evils  of 
this  worldly  conformity,  quoting  Scripture,  meanwhile,  to  sus- 
tain your  position.  Should  the  Lord  incline  you  to  this  work 
of  love,  do  not  forget  to  touch  tea  and  strawberry  parties,  for 
now  the  winter  campaign  is  nearly  ended,  and  it  will  not  be 
many  months  before  the  summer  festivities  will  be  called  for 
by  dressy  and  ''fun-loving''  brethren  and  sisters. 

"I  meet  with  considerable  opposition  among  all  orthodox 
church-members,  but  I  have  not  gone  to  the  right  or  left  of 
what  I  Consider  the  path  of  duty. 

"  Yours  for  purity  and  consistency." "^ 

Testimonial  No.  2. — The  editor  of  the  Golden  Rule  objects 
to  these  festivals,  i.  Because  they  are  wrong  in  principle, 
unscriptural,  contrary  to  Gospel  purity  and  sobriety.  "To 
the  law  and  the  testimony,  if  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  them.''    Isaiah  viii.  20. 

^  The  beloved  Julius  Bruso — now  in  glory. 
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2.  On  account  of  the  foolish  talking  and  jesting  which  more 
or  less  accompany  these  scenes  of  hilarity.  Nothing  is  more 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Godliness  than  levity.  This  building 
up  churches,  Sabbath-schools,  and  the  like  on  wit  and  humor 
is  not  gospel.  This  method  may  succeed  for  a  time,  but  rest 
assured  by-and-by  God  will  blow  upon  it. 

*'  'Tis  not  for  man  to  trifle.     Life  is  brief. 
And  sin  is  here ; 
Our  age  is  but  the  falling  of  a  leaf — 

A  dropping  tear. 
We  have  no  time  to  sport  away  the  hours  : 
All  must  be  earnest  in  a  world  like  ours." 

'^For  every  idle  word  that  men  shall  speak  they  shall  give 
an  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.''  ''For  by  thy 
w^ords  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words  thou  shalt  be 
condemned."     Matt.  xii.  36,  ^"j, 

3.  They  are  siuvihling-Uocks  io  the  world. — Sinners  are  eagle- 
eyed,  they  see  and  know  these  festivals  are  gotten  up  for  selfish 
purposes ;  that  their  chief  object  is  money-making  and  not 
soul-saving.  Consequently  they  lose  confidence  in  religious 
professors,  and  become  more  given  up  to  the  service  of  sin 
and  Satan.  Exhort  sinners  to  faith,  repentance,  and  newness 
of  life,  they  point  us  directly  to  these  dark  spots,  beguiling 
unstable  souls,  sporting  themselves  with  their  own  deceivings  1 
Impenitent  sinners,  instead  of  looking  to  the  Bible,  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  the  truth,  for  the  religion  of  purity  and 
love,  as  they  ought  to,  and  as  God  commands  them  to  do, 
they  look  upon  ungodly  church-members,  and  judge  of  reli- 
gion as  they  see  it  embodied  in  these  dry  bones,  in  those  hav- 
ing a  name  to  live  and  are  dead,  having  a  form  of  godliness, 
but,  by  wicked  works,  denying  the  power  thereof !  Thus  the 
world  is  reeling  on,  like  a  drunken  man,  to  dark  damnation  ! 

4.  He  objects  to  them  because  they  are  stumbling-blocks  to 
young  converts,  the  lambs  of  the  flock  ;  one  special  cause  of 
their  backsliding,  losing  their  first  love.  How  can  it  be  other- 
wise t  A  fearful  wo  is  pronounced  against  those  who  offend 
or  cause  God's  ''little  ones''  to  stumble.    (See  Matt,  xviii.  6.) 

5.  They  wound  the  hearts  of  God's  chosen  people.  The 
most  consistent,  consecrated,  humble,  devoted  disciples  of 
Jesus  aie  always  grieved  at  this  method  of  raising  money  for 
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religious  objects.     They  see  and  know  with  sorrow  the  evil 
effects  on  the  church  and  the  world. 

''If  meat  make  my  brother  to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flesh 
while  the  world  standeth,  lest  I  make  my  brother  to  offend." 
' '  Give  none  offence,  neither  to  the  Jews  nor  to  the  Gentiles, 
nor  to  the  church  of  God."  ''Even  as  I  please  all  men," 
says  Paul,  "in  all  things,  not  seeking  mine  own  profit,  but 
the  profit  of  many,  that  they  may  be  saved."  "Whether, 
therefore,  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the 
glory  of  God."     i  Cor.  x.  31,  32,  ^2. 

6.  The  editor  of  the  Golden  Rule  objects  to  them  further- 
more on  account  of  their  violation  of  civil  law.  A  secular 
paper  alluding  to  this  religious  gambling  says  :  "We  are  glad 
to  see  it  announced,  that  the  grand  jury  of  Oswego,  New  York, 
have  published  a  card,  notifying  managers  of  fairs  and  festivals, 
held  by  chtirch-societies,  that  the  practice  of  disposing  of  their 
goods  by  lottery  is  contrary  to  the  statute,  and  must  not  be 
persisted  in."     Good. 

7.  Again,  he  objects  to  them  from  the  fact  that  they  are  a 
special  hindrance  to  revivals.  Soul-saving  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  long  as  these  fairs,  tea-parties,  or  festivals,  are  on  the 
docket.  And  when  these  upheavings  are  over,  the  undue  ex- 
citement for  weeks  in  the  preparation  of  luxuries,  fancy  arti- 
cles of  little  or  no  value — the  late  hours,  the  gluttony,  the  sur^ 
feitings,  the  foolish  talkings  and  jestings,  who  is  prepared  for 
prayer,  praise,  or  to  labor  in  a  revival,  to  urge  sinners  to  re- 
pentance, temperance,  and  holy  living .?  Samson  is  shorn  of 
his  locks.  Often  when  God  is  near  to  bless,  revive  His  work, 
pour  out  His  Spirit  graciously,  convict  and  convert  sinners  ; 
when  inquiring  souls  are  weeping  between  the  porch  and  the 
altar ;  just  at  this  crisis  Satan  comes  in,  stirs  up  the  people, 
cold,  formal,  backslidden  church-members,*  for  a  fair,  dona- 
tion, tea  or  strawberry  party,  a  pic-nic,  oyster-supper,  a  feast 
of  some  kind,  to  turn  away  the  attention  from  things  pertain- 
ing to  life  eternal,  hope  everlasting  !  Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
grieved,  takes  His  flight,  the  revival  is  scattered  to  the  four 
winds ! 

^  Is  it  not  invariably  true  that  none  but  backsliders,  having  a  name  to  live 
and  are  dead,  ever  dream  of  pushing  these  cars  of  Satan  ? 


Who  knows  how  many  precious  ones  are  lost,  forever,  by 
this  devilish  stratagem  ?  And  yet  these  fires  of  the  pit  are  kept 
burning  all  over  the  land  ! 

President  C.  G.  Finney,  the  revivalist,  alluding  to  these 
revival-killers  and  soul-destroyers,  remarks  thus  : 

''Often  when  it  comes  the  time  of  year  to  work,  when  the  even- 
ings are  long,  and  business  is  light,  and  the  very  time  to  make 
an  extra  effort — at  this  moment  somebody  in  the  church  will 
give  a  party  and  invite  some  Christian  friends,  so  as  to  have  it 
a  religious  party.  And  then  some  other  family  must  do  the 
same,  to  return  the  compliment.  Then  another  and  another, 
till  it  grows  into  an  organized  system  of  parties,  that  consume 
the  whole  winter. 

' '  This  is  the  grand  design  of  the  Devil,  because  it  appears 
so  innocent  and  so  proper  to  promote  good  feeling,  and  in- 
crease the  acquaintance  of  Christians  with  each  other.  And 
so,  instead  of  prayer-meetings,  they  will  have  these  parties. 
The  evils  of  these  parties  are  very  great.  They  are  often  got 
up  at  great  expense ;  and  the  most  abominable  gluttony  is 
practised  at  them. 

''But  it  is  said  they  are  Christian  parties,  and  that  they  are 
all,  or  nearly  all,  professors  of  religion  who  attend  them.  And 
furthermore,  they  are  often  concluded  with  prayer.  Now  I 
regard  this  as  one  of  the  worst  features  about  them  ;  that  after 
the  waste  of  time  and  money,  the  excess  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing, the  vain  conversation  and  nameless  fooleries  with  which 
such  a  season  is  filled  up,  an  attempt  is  made  to  sanctify  it  and 
to  palm  it  off  upon  God,  by  concluding  it  with  prayer  !  Say 
what  you  will,  it  would  not  be  more  absurd,  or  incongruous, 
or  impious  to  close  a  ball  or  a  theatre  with  prayer. 
,  ''But  I  shall  advise  any  congregation  who  are  calculating 
to  have  a  circle  of  parties,  in  the  mean  time  to  dismiss  their 
minister,  and  let  him  go  and  preach  where  the  people  would 
be  ready  to  receive  the  word  and  profit  by  it,  and  not  have  him 
stay  and  be  distressed,  and  grieved,  and  killed  by  attempting 
to  promote  religion  among  them,  while  they  are  engaged, 
heart  and  hand,  in  the  service  of  the  devil !  Professors  should 
never  get  up  anything  that  may  divert  public  attention  from 
religion.     In  relation  to  giving  parties,  say  what  you  please 
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about  their  being  an  innocent  recreation,  I  appeal  to  any  of 
you,  who  have  ever  attended  them,  to  say  whether  they  fit  you 
for  prayer,  or  increase  your  spirituality,  whether  sinners  are 
ever  converted  in  them,  or  Christians  made  to  agonize  in  prayer 
for  souls/' 

Testimonial  No.  3. — The  New  York  Recorder  speaks  thus  : 
* '  Passing  by  the  envies  and  evil-speakings,  the  unkind  recol- 
lections, the  erroneous  ideas  of  benevolence  engendered,  they 
place  the  church  of  Christ  in  a  false  position  before  the  world. 
No  pecuniary  profit  can  compensate  for  the  injury  done  by 
this  false  position/' 

Testimonial  No.  4. — From  the  Earnest  Christian  : 


*' Pleasure  rules  the  hour.  It  is  fearful  to  witness  the  in- 
roads which  worldly  pleasure  is  making  upon  Christianity. 
With  the  avowed  design  of  keeping  the  young  people  under 
the  influence  of  the  church,  the  weekly  sociable  is  instituted, 
and  fun  and  frolic  prevail.  To  pay  the  preacher,  a  donation- 
party  is  held,  and  old  and  young,  professor  and  worldlings, 
devote  the  evening  to  feasting  and  merriment.  Festivals,  pic- 
nics and  excursions,  oyster-suppers  and  lotteries,  are  resorted 
to,  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  the  funds,  or  reviving  the 
flagging  interest — not  religious — in  the  prosperity  of  the  church. 
We  object  to  one  and  all  of  these  various  expedients  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christ. 

**  I.  They  are  directly  contrary  to  all  the  examples  given  us  by 
Christ  and  the  Apostles, 

''2.  They  practically  educate  the  people  in  impiety.  Pure  reli- 
gion requires  not  merely  right  actions  but  right  feelings.  It 
would  seem  as  if  Satan  has  so  contrived  it,  that  the  church  is 
systematically  trained  to  perform  her  most  pious  acts  from  self- 
ish motives.  The  punctuality  of  the  children  in  the  Sabbath- 
schools  is  rewarded  by  a  pic-nic  or  festival.  The  lessons  are 
learned,  not  that  the  scholars  may  be  made  wise  unto  salvation, 
but  that  they  may  win  a  prize,  and  receive  public  commenda- 
tion. Church  pride,  family  pride,  and  personal  vanity  are 
strongly  appealed  to,  to  swell  the  contributions  for  the  mis- 
sionary cause.  Revivals  are  sometimes  sought  to  be  promoted, 
that  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  those  who  sustain  the  church 
may  be  lessened. 


''3.  They  seek  to  unite  CJirist  and  Betiat.  They  would  join  ^ 
together,  in  loving  harmony,  what  God  has  put  forever  asunder. 
They  obliterate  the  distinction  between  the  church  and  the 
world.  Their  avowxd  object  is  to  bring  worldlings  under  the 
influence  of  Christianity.  To  accomplish  this  end,  Christians 
spread  a  banquet,  which  the  veriest  libertine  can  enjoy,  and  sit 
down  with  him,  with  apparent  gratification,  to  the  sumptuous 
repast.  To  attempt  to  lead  men,  in  this  way,  to  ^  deny  them- 
setves,  and  take  up  their  cross  and  follow  Christ,'  is  as  wise  as 
would  be  the  effort  to  reform  a  drunkard  by  giving  him  wine. 
Boys  are  not  trained  to  habits  of  sobriety  by  feeding  them 
sugar,  saturated  with  brandy.  The  appetite  thus  created  or 
revived,  will  soon  demand  stimulants  of  a  stronger  character. 
As  long  as  theatrical  performances  are  countenanced  in  the 
Sabbath-school,  professing  Christians  will  quite  likely  attend 
the  full-grown  theatre.  If  Christ  has  no  concord  with  Belial, 
w^hy  then  this  persistent  effort  to  keep  up  an  unhallowed  alli- 
ance between  the  children  of  God  and  the  sons  of  Belial .? 

'*4.  Ttiey  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God.  Where  that  dwells,  there 
is  solemnity.  Many  a  conviction  has  been  dissipated  by  the 
levity  prevailing  at  the  social  gatherings  of  the  church.  Many 
a  hopeful  convert  has  taken  the  first  step  toward  backsliding 
in  the  donation  which  followed  the  revival  in  which  he  v/as 
converted.^  You  cannot  have  the  Spirit  of  God  and  feast  and 
frolic  with'  the  world. 

**5.  They  practicatly  deny  Christ,  Has  he  not  said  to  his 
true  disciples.  La,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world?  If  Christ  is  with  his  church,  will  he  not,  if  his  fol- 
lowers are  faithful,  so  assist  them  that  they  will  not  need  to  go 
to  the  world  for  help }  Christ's  church  is  dear  to  him.  He 
bought  it  with  his  own  blood.  He  cares  for  all  its  interests, 
and  it  grieves  him  that  the  church  should  throw  off  all  depend- 
ence upon  him,  and  'go  down  to  Egypt  for  help.'  She  is  his 
bride  ;  and  what  would  a  bridegroom  think  of  his  betrothed, 
if  she  should,  when  his  aid  was  freely  proffered,  go  to  his  ene- 
mies for  assistance  1  Look  at  the  spiritual  death  that  prevails, 
and  see  how  large  a  share  the  practices  complained  of  have 
had  in  producing  it.  See  how  many  ministers — once  mighty 
men  of  God — have  been  shorn  of  their  locks,  and  have  lost 
their  power  in  the  lap  of  this  modern  Delilah,  and  are  now 
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sightless  giants,  toiling  upon  the  tread-mill  of  lifeless  ceremo- 
nies !  See  how  wide  is  the  departure  from  apostolic  usage  ; 
how  the  young  and  old  are  educated  to  be  lovers  of  pleasure 
more  than  lovers  of  God ;  how  Christ  is  dishonored  and  de- 
nied, and  the  Holy  Spirit  grieved  ! 

''Never  countenance  them  with  your  presence.  Let  not 
love  for  your  pastor,  nor  desire  for  pleasing  your  brethren,  nor 
dread  of  singularity  induce  you  to  assist  in  attempting  to  force 
Christ  into  an  alliance  with  the  world,  which  he  utterly  abhors. 

**  *  We  are  living,  we  are  dwelling 

In  a  grand  and  awful  time  j 
In  an  age,  on  ages  telling, 

To  be  living  is  sublime  !' " 

Conforming  to  the  World. — Testimonial  No.  5. — From 
Rev.  B.  T.  Roberts  : 

'' That  the  church  is  rapidly  conforming  to  the  spirit  and 
pleasures  of  the  world  none  can  deny.  The  most  alarming  fea- 
ture is  that  prominent  preachers  lead  the  way,  and  the  people 
blindly  follow.     The  New  York  papers  contain  an  account  of 

''A  Tin  Wedding.— Tuesday  evening  being  the  tenth  wed- 
ding-day of  the  Rev.  *  "^  of  the  *  *  church,  he  gathered 
his  friends  together,  to  the  number  of  over  eight  hundred,  in 
the  spacious  lecture-room  of  his  new  church.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
*  *  began  to  enjoy  the  sport.  On  some  unusual  or  valuable 
article  in  the  tin  line  being  given,  the  Reverend  gentleman 
would  feel  impelled  to  make  a  speech.  His  remarks  would 
call  out  replies,  which  were  listened  to  with  great  good-humor 
by  all  present,  who  enjoyed  the  keen  sallies  of  lay  or  clerical 
wit.  The  evening  passed  away  merrily."  May  we  not  say 
devilishly  .?  ' '  We  know  that  God's  Spirit  writes  on  truly  awa- 
kened hearts, ''  the  necessity  of  avoiding  evil  of  every  kind. 

[Note. — Touching  the  disgmceful  scenes  of  this  '^tin- 
wedding,"  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the  half  has  not  been  told. 
Those  familiar  with  the  facts  in  the  case,  assure  us  that  the 
whole  proceedings  wxre  ridiculous  in  the  extreme,  shockingly 
disgusting,  enough  to  cause  angels  to  weep,  and  Satan  to  blush  ! 
How  is  the  gold  become  dim  !  how  is  the  most  fine  gold 
changed  !  *  *  The  precious  sons  of  Zion,  comparable  to  fine 
gold,  how  are  they  esteemed.?  as  earthen  pitchers. — Ed.] 
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What  would  John  Knox  or  Jonathan  Edwards  have  thought 
of  a  scene  like  this  in  the  house  of  God  ?  The  Chicago  Tribmie 
gives  a  full  report  of  a 

'' Banquet  to  Bishop  ^  * — The  supper  given  to  Bishop 
*  "^  at  the  Sherman  House,  Chicago,  111.,  attended  by  up- 
vv^ards  of  one  hundred  of  the  ministers,   laymen,  and   other 

prominent  members  of  the church  of  this  city/'     The 

evening  was  filled  out  with  toasts  and  responses. 

In  respect  to  this  affair,  a  beloved  minister,  in  the  travelling 
connection,  writes  us,  ''My  soul  sickens  within  me  at  the 
sight  and  the  terrible  consequences  that  must  follow  from  such 
examples. 

''Would  not  John  Wesley  have  denounced,  far  more  strongly 
than  we  are  capable  of  doing,  the  conduct  of  a  Bishop  and 
popular  minister  in  consenting  to  a  banquet  being  given  to 
honor  him  in  a  genteel  rum-selling,  gmnhling  holely  where  hun- 
dreds of  young  men  are  ruined,  and  that  too  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  his  own  house  V 

[Note. — Think  of  it,  reader,  grave  bishops,  elders,  teachers 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  assembling  at  a  gambling,  rum- 
selling  hotel,  feast  to  repletion,  drink  toasts,  crack  jokes,  make 
funny  speeches,  have  a  jolly  time  !  Could  anything  please 
Satan  better.? — Ed.] 

Hear  St.  Peter :  For  Ihe  lime  pasl  of  our  life  may  suffice  us  lo 
have  wroughi  ihe  will  of  Ihe  Genliles,  when  we  walked  in  lascivious- 
7tess,  luslSy  excess  ofwiite,  revellingSy  hanqueiings,  and  abominable 
idolalries. 

Objections  Answered. — i.  "Are  we  to  renounce  all  mirth, 
be  dull  and  melancholy.?''  Answer. — Seriousness  and  solid 
happiness  are  inseparable.  ' '  I  said  in  my  heart,  go  to  now, 
I  will  prove  thee  with  mirth,  therefore  enjoy  pleasure ;  and 
behold  this  also  is  vanity.  I  said  of  laughter  it  is  mad,  and 
of  mirth  what  doeth  it.?''  Ec.  ii.  i.  2.  "Even  in  laughter 
the  heart  is  sorrowful,  and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heaviness.'' 
Pro  v.  xiv.  13. 

2.  "Is  there  not  time  for  all  things .?"  Answer. — There  is 
no  time  for  sin  and  folly. 

Objection  3d. — Young  people  love  sport,  worldly  excitement, 
fun  and  frolic,  and  these  they  will  have  more  or  less,  why  not 
then  seek  something  to  gratify  this  natural  propensity  less  ob- 
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jectionable  than  the  theatre,  the  ball-room  or  opera-house, 
choose  the  least  of  two  evils  ?  Answer. — That  is,  *'  do  evil  that 
good  may  come/'  meet  the  tempter  half  way.  Commit  a  little 
sin,  to  prevent  a  greater.  Serve  Satan  a  little  to  keep  our  chil- 
dren from  serving  him  a  great  deal!  What  doctrine  is  this  ? 
Whence  is  it .?  ''If  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him  ;  but  if  Baal, 
then  follow  him.''  i  Kings,  xviii.  21.  ''Wo  to  them  that 
call  evil  good  and  good  evil." 

But  why  is  it,  friends,  that  your  sons  and  daughters  are  thus 
given  to  these  unholy  propensities,  lovers  of  pleasure  more 
than  lovers  of  God  ?  slaves  to  lust,  passion,  and  appetite  1  Is 
not  the  secret  of  this  downward  course  to  ruin  owing  to  pa- 
rental neglect?  The  sin  of  omission  in  not  obeying  God  in 
training  them  "in  the  way  they  should  go,"  in  the  fear  and 
wisdom  of  God  .?  Children  rightly  disciplined  from  early  in- 
fancy, on  Bible  principles,  will  have  no  relish  whatever  for 
these  carnal  festivities,  unholy  excitements,  fun  and  frolic,  but 
will  turn  from  them  with  perfect  hatred  and  disgust. 

**  The  love  of  God  flows  just  as  much 
As  that  of  ebbing  self  subsides." 

Ohjedion  4th. — Says  one,  "We  will  have  a  decent  or  respecta- 
ble festival,  tea,  or  strawberry  party,  to  raise  funds  to  meet  our 
necessities  in  the  church  and  Sabbath-school.  It  shall  be 
opened  and  closed  with  religious  exercises,  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures and  prayer.  Everything  objectionable  shall  be  excluded, 
foolish  talking  and  jesting,  the  post-ofifice,  grab-boxes,  ring- 
cakes,  lotteries,  gambling,  nightly  revellings,  intemperance  of 
every  kind." 

Answer. — "Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin  or  the  leopard 
his  spots.?"  "Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  bosom  and  his 
clothes  not  be  burned  ?"  Why  not  talk  of  a  decent  or  respec- 
table theatre  as  a  "  fancy  fair .?"  The  thing  is  wrong  in  itself. 
No  good  cause  can  ultimately  prosper  or  succeed  that  is  not 
founded  on  Christian  principle,  the  authority  of  the  Most  High. 
"Wo  to  them  that  go  down  to  Egypt  for  help."  The  Reli- 
gious Herald  says  : 

"The  fact  that  'fairs'  make  the  procurement  of  means  to 
pay  for  a  house  of  w^orship  or  to  purchase  a  Sunday-school 
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library,  simply  a  matter  of  buying  and  selling,  resolves  itself 
into  a  weighty  objection  to  their  propriety.  They  are  depart- 
ures from  the  New  Testament  method  of  meeting  the  pecu- 
niary necessities  of  the  church,  and  so  far  forth  must  operate 
against  the  spirit  of  self-denial,  liberality,  and  faith  which  that 
method  calls  into  action. 

*'  2.  Whatever  is  done  by  a  church,  or  by  a  portion  of  the 
members  for  it,  should  be  so  done  as  neither  to  sacrifice  nor 
to  obscure  that  which  distinguishes  the  church  from  the  world. 
How  totally  fairs,  festivals,  or  tea-parties  fail  to  meet  this  re- 
quirement, we  need  not  tariy  to  depict.  They  are  scenes  of 
mirthfulness  and  levity,  in  which  men  can  trace  nothing  that 
distinguishes  the  church  from  the  world." 

Besides,  the  precedent  of  making  God's  house  a  house  of 
merchandise,  is  a  dangerous  one.  When  we  see  the  whole 
world  on  fire  with  sin  and  Satan,  shall  we  add  fuel  to  the 
flame  by  our  example  ?  ^  *  Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little 
firekindleth.'' 

**  The  course  of  evil 
Begins  so  slowly,  and  from  such  light  source, 
An  infant's  hand  might  stop  the  breach  with  clay  3 
But  let  the  stream  get  deeper,  and  philosophy, 
Aye,  and  religion  too,  shall  strive  in  vain 
To  turn  the  headlong  current  !'* 

''Abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.'' 

Annual  Fairs,  Agricultural. — Are  these  promotive  of  tem- 
perance and  virtue  ?  Are  they  not  frequently  if  not  always 
gotten  up  by  speculators,  selfish,  m^oney-loving  men  ?  A  be- 
loved minister  of  the  Gospel  in  Madison  county.  New  York, 
informs  us  that  these  fairs  are  exceedingly  corrupting  and  de- 
moralizing. And,  strange  to  say,  not  a  few  professing  Chris- 
tians lend  their  hands  in  sustaining  this  iniquity  in  high 
places  —  intemperance,  licentiousness.  Sabbath  desecration, 
and  gambling  in  various  forms.  Hear  this  beloved  minister  in 
his  own  words  : 

''Dear  Brother  N. — There  is  a  very  great  and  popular  evil 
in  our  midst,  which  you  and  other  good  men,  it  seems,  have 
failed  hitherto  to  expose.  I  allude  to  annual  fairs  in  nearly 
every  county  town.     They  are  the  curse  of  the  land"!     Their 
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demoralizing  influences  are  shocking — God-defying  !  The 
people  are  gulled ;  many  of  them  swallow  a  sugar-coated  pill 
of  Satan,  greedily  and  in  some  cases  innocently.  Above  all,  I 
regret  to  inform  you  that  church-members  unite  in  sustaining 
these  fairs,  gotten  up  chiefly  by  rum-sellers  and  gamblers  to 
line  their  own  pockets.  I  care  not  how  pure  the  motive  in 
the  outset  with  which  these  annual  gatherings  may  have  been 
introduced,  they  are  now  mainly  in  the  hands  of  ungodly  men. 
Drinking  to  drunkenness,  gambling,  horse-racing,  circus- 
ridings,  puppet-showings,  lewdness,  and  profanity  are  the 
order  of  the  day — go  hand  in  hand.  I  beseech  you,  in  the 
name  of  God,  raise  your  voice  like  a  thunder-clap  against 
this  increasing  abomination." 

What  are  v/e  coming  to  ? — The  amount  of  peculation,  em- 
bezzlement, and  fraud  committed  in  our  cities,  much  of  which 
is  kept  from  the  public  eye,  is  perfectly  enormous.  High 
living,  fast  teams  on  Central  Park,  flashy  jewelry,  novels  and 
romances,  costly  wardrobes,  the  opera  and  restaurants  use  up 
our  young  men,  and  in  the  morning  of  their  life  they  become 
bankrupt  in  character  and  purse,  and  their  sun  goes  down 
while  it  is  yet  day. 

Says  the  Earnest  Christian  : 

' '  The  emissaries  of  Satan  are  doing  all  they  possibly  can, 
by  means  of  the  thousand-tongued  printing-press,  to  scatter 
the  seeds  of  moral  desolation  and  death  everywhere  through- 
out the  breadth  and  length  of  the  land.  They  appear  in  the 
form  of  novels,  licentious  tales,  obscene  books,  pamphlets, 
and  papers  ;  also  in  periodicals  professedly  devoted  to  the  pro- 
mulgation of  Bible  truth,  but  which  are  thoroughly  impreg- 
nated with  deadly  theological  errors — errors  that  will  insure 
the  damnation  of  all  those  who  embrace  them.  This  perni- 
cious literature  is  thrust  upon  the  people — in  all  possible  ways, 
and  in  all  possible  places.  And  the  very  worst  feature  in  this 
case  is,  that  many  prominent  ministers  and  members  of  Prot- 
estant denominations,  as  well  as  Catholics,  are  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  spread  of  the  soul-damning  publications.  Henry 
Ward  Beecher,  one  of  the  most  popular  preachers,  writes  a 
novel,  and  for  a  large  sum  of  money  allows  it  to  be  published 
in  a  paper  devoted  to  the  pampering  of  the  corrupted  tastes  of 
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lost  sinners ;  and  then  with  his  clerical  robes  still  wrapped 
around  him,  allows  it  to  be  dramatized  and  acted  in  the  prin- 
cipal theatres  of  the  country,  thus  lending  his  great  influence 
to  aid  on  the  work  of  soul-destruction,  while  he  still  claims  to 
be  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  And  then,  to  cap  the 
climax  of  this  absurdity  and  wickedness,  the  book  is  adver- 
tised for  pay,  and  offered  as  a  premium  for  subscribers,  by 
some  of  the  principal  religious  papers  of  the  country  !  "^  Va- 
rious other  novels,  vicious  in  their  nature  and  tendency,  are 
unblushingly  advertised  in  these  same  religious  papers  (?),  as 
if  there  was  no  sin  in  such  advertisements. 

Serving  two  Masters;  Like  Priest,  Like  People. — 
'^  During  the  past  summer  we  have  seen  ministers  in  high  stand- 
ing play  hours  at  croquet,  and  at  evening,  before  the  people, 
lead  the  social  prayer-meeting.  We  have  seen  three  doctors 
of  divinity,  and  one  promising  candidate  for  that  honor,  playing 
nine-pins  at  the  same  alley.  We  have  seen  leading  ministers 
of  different  denominations,  in  a  large  parlor,  lead  the  assem- 
bly in  '  amusement'  at  charades,  conundrums,  and  other  like 
sports,  and  with  no  misgivings  preach  and  administer  com- 
munion a  Sabbath  after.  We  are  growing  in  the  wisdom  that 
attains  flowers  without  thorns — and  without  fruit.  We  are 
adopting  a  cross  disarmed  of  its  nails  and  wreathed  with  roses, 
a  flowery  bed  of  ease,  whereon  to  be  carried  to  the  skies.  In 
absence  of  the  music  of  heaven,  we  are  lulled  and  charmed  by 
the  music  of  the  opera.  The  sword  of  the  Spirit,  '  sharp  and 
piercing  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  joints  and  marrow,'  is  muf- 
fled with  flowers  of  poppy,  a  wand  of  sensuous  soothing  and 
spiritual  numbness.'' 

\  New  Year's  Visitations. — ^The  custom  of  visiting  from 
house  to  house  on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year,  partaking  to 
surfeiting  rich  and  costly  dainties,  whence  is  it  t  Whence 
these  unwholesome  viands  spread  out  temptingly  to  the  lust  of 
the  eye,  to  the  gratification  of  the  carnal  appetite,  from  above 
or  from  beneath  ?  Aside  from  the  enormous  expenditure  on 
these  pernicious  condiments,  worse  than  lost,  look  at  the  frcr 
quent  accompaniments,  the  intoxicating  bowl,  the  sparkling 
death  and  distilled  damnation  ?     How  many  young  men  see 

■^  This  same  clerical  gentleman  advocates  publicly  billiard-tables,  the  work 
of  Satan,  for  the  amusement  of  the  rising  age  ! 
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(when  too  late)  this  stratagem  of  Satan?  How  many  date 
their  downward  course  to  ruin  from  these  New  Year's  visita- 
tions— become  dissipated  sots,  and  go  down  prematurely  to  a 
drunkard's  grave  ! 

Who  sows  to  winds,  the  whirlwind  reaps, 

And  life's  great  end  confounds ! 
Then  be,  ye  stewards,  wise  to  escape 

The  wrath  that  knows  no  bounds. 

This  mischievous  custom  of  eating  and  drinking  to  excess, 
this  criminal  waste  of  God's  bounty,  is  not  confined  to  the 
world  or  to  the  men  of  the  world,  but  to  very  many  professing 
godliness.  ^'Wo  to  him  that  giveth  his  neighbor  drink." 
Who  suffers  like  woman  from  intemperance  ?  Who  drinks  to 
the  dregs  the  cup  of  bitterness  like  the  drunkard's  wife  ?  And 
who  is  the  drunkard's  wife  but  the  delicately  reared  daughter 
of  her  whg  controlled  the  fashions,  and  would  have  wine  at 
her  parties'?  There  is  not  a  lady  who  sets  before  young  men 
the  intoxicating  cup,  concerning  whom  we  may  not  say,  ' '  Fa- 
ther, forgive  her,  she  knows  not  what  she  does.".  When  the 
destinies  of  rfien  are  unfolded,  in  the  final  da)%  how  many  of 
the  lost  will  reflect  with  anguish  on  female  influence  ! 

*'  Oh  shun  the  bowl — as  thou  wouldst  leave 
The  poisoned  spot  where  reptiles  tread, 
Lest  widows'  hearts  for  thee  should  grieve, 
For  thee  untimely  tears  be  shed." 

In  Conclusion. — We  are  commanded  not  to  love  the  world, 
neither  the  things  of  the  world.  ''Be  not  conformed  to  this 
world,  but  be  ye  transformed. " 

''  Have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness, 
but  rather  reprove  them. "  ' '  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth, " 
''A  city  set  on  a  hill." 

''Ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy 
nation,  a  peculiar  people."  "Lively  stones  ;  a  spiritual  house 
to  offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices  acceptable  to  God."  "Be  ye 
holy,  for  I  am  holy. " 

1^^^  Price  $2.00  per  100  copies,  at  the  office  of  the  "Union 
Tract  Depository,"—" Home  Thrusts,"  "Shining  Light," 
"The  Sword  that  Cuts,  the  Fire  that  Burns,"  "Apples  of 
Gold  in  Pictures  of  Silver,"  303  West  20th  St.,  N.  Y.  Orders 
thankfully  received. 
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Deacidified  using  the  Bookkeeper  process. 
Neutralizing  agent:  Magnesium  Oxide 
Treatment  Date:  August  2005 

PreservationTechnologies 

A  WORLD  LEADER  IN  PAPER  PRESERVATrON 

1 1 1  Thomson  Park  Drive 
Cranberry  Township.  PA  16066 
(724)779-2111 
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